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============================ 
The Writing Life: Whose Fault is it? 
============================ 
 
Every once and a while, I hear resentment. Someone’s to blame about why food 
writers don’t make enough money.  
 
Whose fault is it? Take your pick of the three most common scapegoats: 
 

1. Writers who have partners who work. These writers make it hard for the 
rest of us. They’re dabblers. They don’t care if they make a living wage 
because they don’t need the money. They might not even work full time. 
 

2. People who work full-time and write about food in their spare time. 
They may never make food writing a full-time career. Obviously they’re 
dabblers too. And they don’t need the money because they have jobs. 

 
 

3. Hobby bloggers. They will write for free because they’re thrilled to be 
asked. Like the dabblers in No. 2, they don’t understand that the rest of us 
write for money and want to be taken seriously as professionals. 

 
Should we blame them? No. To my mind, it’s a chicken and egg problem. It’s so 
hard to make a decent living in this business that most of us don’t write full-time 
anyway. We teach, we consult, and we might work in other fields to make ends 
meet. So who are we to judge? 
 
If we want to make more money as food writers, there are paths, but they may 
not appeal, and they may be unlikely: 

1. Write copy and marketing material for ads, product websites, labels, 
catalogs, and brochures. It’s good pay. 

2. Become a hack. Crank out tons of pieces every week for whoever asks 
and make a living based on sheer volume. 

3. Become an award-winning journalist. Write for the best magazines and 
newspapers.  



4. Become a best-selling author. Live off your royalty checks and get asked 
to write for big magazines. 

5. Become a top blogger. Live off your advertising, sponsorships and get a 
book deal.  
 

 
So we have to accept that food writing doesn’t pay. Why? I have lots of theories, 
but in the end, it doesn’t matter. We choose to do it, and we love it. So let’s stop 
blaming other people, move on, and make the most of it. 
 
(And if you food writers are the only writers with low pay, read “There will be nor 
more professional writers in the future”).  
 
 
============ 
Keep in Touch 
============ 
 
You only get this newsletter four times per year, so why wait? My weekly blog, 
Will Write for Food, gives you a more immediate way to read about recipe writing, 
freelance writing, book proposals, and food blogging trends and issues. Join my 
group of thoughtful and intelligent readers, who often make the comments the 
best part of the post. Here’s a round up of the most commented upon posts from 
the last quarter: 

• Facebook Fan Page is More Effective If Free 
• Are You Making These 3 Mistakes On Your About Page? 
• The Divide Over “Divided” in a Recipe 

 
Let my weekly blog come to you, by email or in an RSS feed, so you don’t have 
to remember to visit. Sign up on the blog’s right-hand side column.  
 
If you’d rather not wait three months to find the links I provide below, I post links 
several times a week on my Facebook fan page, Will Write for Food. Click “Like” 
and you’ll get the links on your Home page. I also invite you to follow me on 
Twitter, where I post links and have conversations, and friend me on Facebook.  
 
 
========================= 
Upcoming Classes and Events 
========================= 
 
-- September 28-30, 2012  
Instructor    
Food Blogger Connect  
Beaconsfield  London   
€299 for full weekend access. (My extra writing workshop is sold out.) 



 
The Food Blogger Connect conference is already five years old, and I'm 
delighted to be a part of it. I'll be teaching a special workshop on the craft 
of writing about food, with exercises. We'll cover use of adjectives, similes, 
metaphor, contrast, and I'll show you writing samples that will inspire and 
delight.  
 
-- November 3 and 4, 2012  
Keynote Speaker and Workshop Leader   
Eat.Drink.Blog  
Adelaide Central Market  
Adelaide, Australia   
Free one-day conference Sunday/ $110 Australian dollars for my three-
hour workshop Saturday  
 
It's amazing what can happen online. Amanda McInery of the food blog 
Lambs' Ears & Honey is a frequent commenter on my blog and a Twitter 
follower. When she said she was organizing a food blogging event in 
Australia, I said I'd love to come. Now I am teaching a three-hour workshop 
Saturday on the craft of food writing, and delivering the keynote address 
Sunday morning. Admission is free. (I've never heard of that before!) And I 
can't wait to see this beautiful wine region of Australia. ������ 
 
-- January 26, 2013  
Speaker   
Food Blog South  
Homewood, Alabama  
$125 (10 percent discounted ticket is here)   
 
This conference is only one day long but it has a party before and a party 
afterwards. These are my kind of people! And you're in for some seriously 
good speakers. My topic is ethics. It's more of a conversation, really. I 
hope you'll join me. Let's talk about adapting recipes, taking sponsored 
posts, disclosing payment, and all kinds of other topics that get people hot 
and bothered. I think this is fun, by the way. ��� ��� 
 
-- June 29 - July 4, 2013  
Instructor   
Rancho La Puerta Spa  
Tecate, Baja  
Mexico    
 



I am the luckiest person in the world to come teach here once a year. It's 
such a glorious place that all you can think about, the moment you arrive, 
is how to come back. My subject is "Is There a Book in You?" I'll give a 
lecture one night and teach several one-hour classes during the week. 
Meanwhile, you can hike, eat glorious pescaterian cuisine, tour the organic 
garden, take a cooking class, and get a massage.  
  
 
========================== 
News from Clients and Students 
========================== 
 
-- Better Homes and Gardens published four recipes from Sarah Copeland in its 
September issue.  
 
-- Yvonne Maffei released her first cooking app, Ramadan Recipes.  
 
-- Heidi Pool launched her new blog, Mangia, Maui! 
 
-- Jennifer Strohmeyer was the grand prize winner of an Earth Balance recipe 
contest.  
 
-- Better Homes and Gardens featured Averie Sunshine in its “Bloggers We 
Love” column.  
 
-- The Christian Science Monitor is featuring Pat Tunamihardja’s blog in a 
regular column called Stir it Up.  
 
-- Triathelete magazine featured Athlete Food, a blog edited by Melissa Lasher. 
 
Do you have news about an article you’ve sold, a blog you’ve begun, or a book 
deal? If you are a former student or client, please drop me a line at 
dj@diannej.com. I’d love to include your bragging rights in my next newsletter.  
 
 
========= 
Resources 
========= 
 
-- This rambling trends article from Publishers Weekly discusses the intersection 
of electronics and cookbooks. Particularly interesting to me is the use of QR 
codes in cookbooks to watch video online.  
 
-- The Food magazine Alimentum is now free and online.  
 
-- Take a look at How to Write a Mind-Blowing Headline for Twitter So People 



Will Read Your Blog. These aren’t for everyone, but it’s worth brainstorming a 
headline in a similar vein and trying it. Which brings me to this post, Why “You 
Stink” Headlines Always Get the Click. I tried it in this post, Are You Making 
These 3 Mistakes on Your About Page?, which is up to 180 comments (really 90, 
since half are mine.) 
 
-- Get a contact list of more than 160 food bloggers for $200. I haven’t seen it, 
but it could be a good tool if you want to market products or services to bloggers. 
 
-  Wondering about branding yourself or your blog? Here’s a meditation on the 
subject from Nerd’s Eye View.  
 
-- I love this blog that features links to posts on marketing, book sales, and 
writing.  
 
-- If you want to be super calculating about getting Likes on Facebook, there is a 
system, and this blog post tells you how to work it. Speaking of Facebook, here’s 
a surprising (to me anyway) post about Which Social Platform Really Drives the 
Most Traffic? 
 
 
========== 
Just for Fun 
========== 
 
 -- How George Carlin Changed Recipe Writing. A logical argument, but will it 
change how we do it? 
 
-- How to Separate Eggs. A video from China shows you a way you’ve never 
seen before!  
 
 

* * * 

Please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might be interested. All 
previous issues are archived on my website. There’s a place to sign up for this 
newsletter as well.  

To change your email address or unsubscribe, please email me: dj@diannej.com 

I will not rent, trade or sell your email address to anyone for any reason. 

Happy fall, 

Dianne 


